16                            CANADA

During the last decade of the seventeenth century,
when the decimated Hurons were no longer of any
assistance to the French, the "floods of Iroquois"
almost succeeded in destroying the hard-pressed
colony. Alarm followed so hard upon alarm that it was
soon doubtful that any of the beleaguered colonists
might survive. So great was the distress that in the
very year of Talon's arrival, five years after the great
sacrifice of Dollard des Ormeaux and his companions,
one of the writers of the Jesuit Relations uttered this
cry of distress: "Never has our need for help been
greater nor the opportunity more favourable to give it

to us."12

At that period Colbert was imposing upon France a
dictatorship of hard work. He may have been wrong
in believing that colonization was a means, primarily,
if not uniquely, of enriching the homeland, instead of
seeing in it an end from which the homeland would
finally be the first to profit. He understood, however,
that his objective would be completely lost if it were
not hedged about by the greatest possible number of
precautions. "Vet neither he nor anyone else appeared
to grasp the fact that it was important, above all else,
to assure the progress of the colony by the encourage-
ment of agriculture. For it was Colbert's policy, as
well as Talon's, to whom the minister gave a free hand,
and who performed his task with admirable zeal, that
the development, defence, and expansion of New
France should not suffer by being separated. The
governor and intendant must reach a mutual agree-
ment to promote these several objectives. Paris or

12 Les Relations des ]esuitesy 3 vols. Augustin Cote, Quebec,
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